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About deTour BA7% deTour

deTour is an annual design festival showcasing creative designs and
concepts. Organised by PMQ and sponsored by the Cultural and
Creative Industries Development Agency, the event offers a wide
range of programmes that bring together designers and creative
communities from Hong Kong and abroad.

deTour serves as a unique platform for inspiring people through
the latest in creative expression and cutting-edge design. It also
fosters exchanges between up-and-coming talents and seasoned
professionals.

Past Editions: deTour.hk/main/en/past-years/
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deTour
2025

28/11 — 7/12/2025
PMQ GRS

35 ABERDEEN STREET, CENTRAL, HONG KONG
HETIRBERHE 35K

The Shape of Yearning
L



The Shape of Yearning

Why do humans possess the capacity to imagine
something better than the present? This may feel
instinctive, yet it is profoundly different from anything
in the natural world. Animals, though capable of building
nests or dens, are bound by genetics and environment
in their making. Their survival depends on a certain
capacity for anticipation, yet whether they possess
imagination remains uncertain. What we do know is that
they lack the freedom and ability to innovate. Humans,
by contrast, draw blueprints for what does not yet exist
and strive to bring it into reality. Yet once we achieve
what we once desired, we begin again—launching
ourselves into the next pursuit. This cycle expands
endlessly, as if within us lies a Promised Land or Utopia
we can never quite reach.

This unceasing desire is the source of our creativity, but
also the root of our restlessness. When viewed through
this lens, design is no longer merely the construction
of function: it becomes a reflection of thought, desire,
and yearning. Yet longing is not inherently benevolent.
Deep-seated desires can also give rise to ego-centric,
dishonest, or even malicious design motivations. In such
cases, designrisks becomingavessel for narrow interests
rather than a medium of collective meaning. After all,
not all dreams lead to harmony; design can serve as a
bridge—but just as easily, it can create division.

Building on these observations, we may begin to
understand design through three interrelated layers
of meaning:

Layer1 — Practical, Aesthetic, and Cultural Dimensions
Layer 2 — Structural, Social, and Ideological Framing
Layer 3 — Emotional, Existential, and Aspiration

When examined through these three dimensions, even
the most mundane or unassuming object may yield
new interpretations and critical insights. To foreground
these layered meanings within each participating
work, deTour 2025 introduces three guiding questions
posed to participating designers to help audiences
understand the thought process and value system
behind each design.
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The Shape of Yearning

Layer 1 — Envisioning: What issue or need does the work
respond to?

Layer 2 — Idealizing: What long-term vision or aspiration
underlies this design?

Layer 3 —Believing: What core values or convictions
drive you to create this work?

When we encounter a work through the lens of the
designer's memories, ideas, and visions, it ceases to
be a purely functional or aesthetic object. Instead, it
becomes a vessel—a container for thought, desire, and
hope — one that delineates The Shape of Yearning.

Adonian Chan
Curator of deTour 2025
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Overview e

We are now inviting creative proposals from local, Mainland China and overseas talent*
to submit creative proposals in response to this year's theme “The Shape of Yearning”.

The judging panel will assess and shortlist the submitted proposals according to the
following aspects, each with a corresponding weight of score:

Creativity and Experimentation; Impact and Significance (30%)
Thematic Relevance (20%)

Communication and Presentation (20%)

Feasibility and Practical Execution (10%)

Audience Engagement and Interactivity (20%)

10 - 12 finalists will become co-creators of deTour 2025 — design festival (“deTour
2025"). They will be offered production funding support to materialise their creative
concepts and will be offered the showcase opportunity at PMQ. Additionally, the
selected proposals may also have the chance to be exhibited in the Mainland or
overseas locations.

*Participants outside Hong Kong should provide an additional detailed execution
plan for cases where they are unable to visit Hong Kong in person, which includes
arrangements for transportation, exhibition setup, and required expenses.

HMREBRL - PEAMEEIAS * BERISHEIE  DEAFEEE[REZR] -

AFERZEERMLATIES | KD LEFHERTEIE -
RIS ; FEREE (30%)
[l ERE (20%)
FEEEE (20%)
aJfTiEEE RN (10%)
BR2ENEE) (20%)

10 - 12 [EXEEE 1§ B & deTour 2025 251EA ( [deTour 2025] ) WEREN @ WEE
ENfF MR RIEER » 1? deTour 2025 HfEH - k5D @ BIRIEREB K E AN 5N

*IMRINSMERERSEE ARXHENFARNTHE  BREEH - MRLHNER
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Sponsorship

HKDS50,000 - HKD100,000

The exact amount of sponsorship granted will be subject to the final version of the
approved creative proposal.

& # 50,000 JTEE®E 100,000 JT

BRSNS ERIORNREEBEBIFSIZ

Payment Schedule {J5k&t+El

Phase Amount Criteria
PEER & %8
I 20% Upon project commencement, and within 4 to 6

Initial Deposit
HE

weeks upon receipt of the Signed Agreement and
Official Original Initial Deposit Invoice.

IEERRRE  WEWRIEHZZNHES N RREERIE
A& 42 61BN

40%
Second Payment
S _HAFRIE

Upon the completion of Stage 3 of the project
milestones* and within 4 to 6 weeks upon receipt
of the Official Original Second Payment Invoice.
SehYIEE B2 * U5 3 BEER - WAEUREISE —HiRIA3E R
EAREZER 4 2 6 B

40%
Balance Payment

BRFR

Upon the completion of Stage 4 of the project
milestones*, and within 4 to 6 weeks after the
event period upon receipt of the Official Original
Balance Invoice.

SohYIR B BI2HE * AU 4 PEER - WTERRATEieiaR ~ I
FIEMEFEIEARR 4 2 61BN

* Please refer to Appendix 2 for the Project Milestones.

*IEE ERE M HE— -
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Proposal Guideline sTEIZHES]

An open call for creative proposals is being launched for this year’s theme “The Shape
of Yearning”. Interested parties are encouraged to submit their design concept
proposals according to the following key points.

1. Creativity and Experimentation; Impact and Significance
Originality of concept and approach
Willingness to take risks or explore unconventional ideas
Potential cultural, social, or conceptual impact
Significance and depth of the work
Works that integrate artistic expression with technological elements

2. Thematic Relevance
Alignment with the central theme of the exhibition
Depth of reflection or interpretation of the theme
Thoughtfulness in translating abstract ideas into design outcomes

3. Communication and Presentation
Clarity and coherence in conveying ideas
Appropriateness and effectiveness of chosen presentation methods
Holistic consideration of spatial, sensory, or experiential aspects

4. Feasibility and Practical Execution
Realistic execution within available time and resources
Technical soundness and material appropriateness
Safety considerations

S. Audience Engagement and Interactivity
Ability to engage viewers emotionally, intellectually, or physically
Interactivity or participation that enhances the visitor experience
Consideration of diverse audience perspectives and accessibility
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Format
The work(s) can be presented in the format of installation with interaction,
engagement or exhibition of 2D/ 3D/ multimedia works. Applicants should take
the location into account while planning the installation or exhibition. Please
indicate the preferred location and include an initial plan of exhibition display
e.g. sketches/ mock-ups in the proposal. Applicants can download venue photos
for mock-ups. Finalists will be required to submit a detailed set-up plan later.

The work(s) can be created across various media including but not limited
to: visual communication, industrial/ product/ furniture design, social design,
fashion/ textile design, spatial/ architectural/ interior design, digital media, and
multi-disciplinary media.

|72
T’EnnTL)\ﬁTﬁiﬂEﬁTT’\mgéﬁiE TS ESTmE / 3282 / y&%‘é‘f{’ﬁunﬁ SHEE
B Z2MERKBEENREFALZRBIBHNRIRIET - FEEIENZIHPERR
B E > W EEERERENBNLSRBNERER %ﬂﬂ%ﬂ?%ﬁi%ﬁ?ﬁ)ﬂ’ﬂ%
BRERM - BEENARERRERFANMETS -
FRIJEASERN > BREBARRKREREE  TX/ Em/ RER - L8RS
K3 / thidianst ~ =B / BE / ERERE - BIBEERBERRS -


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Z0mhEEw30vMSI47_2T64Yl2lDyDMyf4j?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Z0mhEEw30vMSI47_2T64Yl2lDyDMyf4j?usp=drive_link
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Dimensions
Outdoor: Max Sm (W) * Sm (D) x 4m (H)
Indoor: Max 4m (W) x 4m (D) = 4m (H)

Location
Indoor or outdoor space. Please refer to Appendix 1 for the details of the potential
areas for installations and exhibitions.

Safety

The work(s) should be safe for public display. Please refer to Appendix 3 for the
safety requirements. All costs related to the safety tests and certifications will be
responsible by the co-creators.
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Application Procedures &R

a. Required Documents

Completed the online application form with applicant’s information and
budget plan
c Applicants can apply as an individual or a group
Artwork Title and Description should be included in the online application
form and the word limit is 450
A detailed budget plan which should include all associated costs and
expenses of the creative proposal
Declaration must be signed

Creative Proposal
Should be limited to four pages (4pp) in PDF format and including but not
limited to the following:
Mood boards, images, sketches, and/or renderings
Execution plan, including the production and installation schedule
and feasibility
The file size should not exceed SMB and the word limit is 1000
Should not contain any credit, logo or information (such as personal/
company name) that reveals the identity of the applicant

CV and Portfolio
Should be limited to four pages (4pp) in PDF format (file size should
not exceed SMB)

b. Important Notes to Applicants

Please submit the application on/before 27 July 2025 é6pm (HKT).

Please note that your online application is not complete until you click the
“Submit Application” button and a “Form submitted” page is displayed.
Please confirm all input information before submission.

Please submit ONLY one application form for each proposal, only the first
application will be considered if there are duplicate applications.
Applicants will receive an automated confirmation email upon successful
submission.

c. Reminder

The information in this info kit is provided for reference only. Any changes to
the content will not result in a separate notification.

The organiser and curators are not obligated to disclose the reason for an
application not being selected.

In the case of any discrepancy between the Chinese and English versions of
this info kit, the English version shall prevail.


https://pmq.hk/yJDFT
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https://pmq.hk/yJDFT
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Tentative Key Dates

BEEZEHH

27/07 6pm (HKT)
T 6 B (FEEE)

Deadline for submitting creative proposals

NEIEEELL

01/08 — 11/08

Vetting and assessment (Shortlisted applicants will be

invited to attend an interview on 8 August or 11 August)
AE(ZNMELRERBEBESNER  BASSLTHE
88 8% 88 11H)

21/08

Announcement of results (via individual emails)

ERAM (LLEEMERIEA)

25/08 — 26/08

Kick-off Meeting (Discussion & design update)
RIENES (Ffamat 8IS Narat40ET)

01/09

Confirmation of sponsorship amount
wElhER

25/09 — 26/09

Meet with the curators to discuss project progress and
set-up arrangements, and submit the documentation
of the design and production process.

HRREKHE  sImRFEELEGTHE - BEBMHIRER
EmRET R RIFBIEZ T

29/09 Submission of technical drawing and fabrication start
B3 T2 E RN RpE R
15/10 RSE certificate ready (if applicable) (Refer to Appendix 3)

SeAHHE RSE B E (WEA) (FE2EMHT=)

20/11 —-23/1

Load in, set up, testing, decoration, and complete
installation

FS251 and/or WR1 certificates ready (if applicable)
(Refer to Appendix 3)

5 ~ R ROAIE

SoRIEE FS251 & /5 WR1:EBE (WiEA) (F2EME=)

24/11 Installation ready
i)t
26/1 deTour 2025 — design festival Media Day
iIeFEEH
27/M deTour 2025 — design festival Opening Ceremony

EESZ

28/11 — 07/12

deTour 2025 — design festival (open to the public)
NHEE

08 — 09/12

Dismantling, move-out and reinstate the venue

#FE - BB BRI
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Indoor Space ENIFih
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APPENDIX 2
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Project Milestone

IHHEiEE

Stage Project Milestone IHE Bz
PEE=
01 Artwork Direction =¥ 5t 77 0]
Provide the following directions in EENAVRHLATAME :
a professional manner: - AIEAG
Creative direction B valk)
Design direction it 751E
Technical direction
02 Artwork Development {EmBAEE
Provide detailed execution plan: RREFFMBTEE ¢
Final Design - EAEEE
Set-up specific to the display HEMERIZHtHfhE
location BEL
Fabrication and installation plan RUEMZEETE]
Operations Plan - EER=E
Present the above to the RRX EAREREEMEBEMMR
Organiser and Curatorial Team for & B X FE R %
review and approval
Maretlng = | REEMERESERE - 8
Submit materials for marketing 5
urposes, including: -
i go—Creator’s big and portrait SMEEABN LR
o EREN REREE R
Artwork description and
related images
03 Artwork Fabrication EmBHE
Provide progress updates and - REBEMEMNREERKNE
arrange inspections for the K REEEEFRBERMEZHER
Organiser and Curatorial Team IZER
upon their request Rt / KivdE (AEmm)
Provide structural/ technical efEm
drawings (if applicable) RIBREFTFERRAENERE
Fabricate the Artwork
Acquire required equipment and
furniture for on-site installation
04 Artwork Set-up an ration {ERGERIEIE
Coordinate the on-site installation, ARG EmEE - SIEEFT
including acquisition of all the BB E

16

required licences/ certificates
Coordinate the operations with
the Organiser

Conduct repair work for Artwork
during the event period whenever
required

ER F YR (U 175 AR AF
REEHREEEER



APPENDIX 3
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Safety Requirements ZEE5|

New electrical installations and any addition to or alteration of an existing
electrical installation will need to be inspected and tested by a registered
electrical contractor and worker. A Work Completion Certificate (EMSD Form
WR1) will be required to confirm that the electrical installation is safe and complies
with the statutory safety requirements.

Any item(s) over 2.5m high and/or 2.5m wide will need to be certified by a
Registered Structural Engineer.

If the work is made of wood, natural materials or fabric, it will need to be inherently
fireproofed or fireproofed with fireproofing spray in order to be certified safe.

The work should be able to stand alone and be safe for displaying at the assigned
area. The public space, underground interpretation area (UIA), heritage wall and
concrete floor are prohibited for any display unless authorised by PMQ.

During the duration of deTour (including set-up and dismantling period), the
co-creators are held responsible for preventing their works and personal items
from any damage, loss or being stolen.

All costs related to the safety tests and certification will be responsible by
the co-creators.

In case of discrepancies between the English and Chinese versions, the English
version shall prevail.

MZENENEKE  UREREENEERNFINKSSES D E AHZMERE AR LT
BEAERERAUHLRE (CLEPSE) (KEIREEXRKEWRY) @ LIERENEKEFN
BIEENZERIE -

SER/HEEE 25 KNREFREADIMEE LIZMREHERTE RFEFERE
(RSE Certificate ) °

MREBFERESAN » RRYIMZHH - ABIEZMEBIKERNEE - A SHER
ZERH -

FrEREFmARELZEHRANRIEELS - BEAGEEELARANEERM - th TRExR
R - iSEESL A R itk CIET RS - 0% PMQ TRl 7S S5 ERRS

ARESY (QEEEREE) SRECEAHRRAEANSEE  BEER &
LREES -

e =gl N BBHRERSBES REMAIE -

WMPFESI MRS I B EE » — AR RARZE -



Enquiry &8 deTour 2025 — design festival Facebook

opencall@detour.hk Open Call Online Application Form @detourhk
NHEEAER LRE RS
https://pmag.hk/yJDFT Instagram
@detourhk
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Disclaimer:

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region provides funding support to the project only, and
does not otherwise take part in the project. Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed
in these materials/events (or by members of the project team) are those of the project organisers only and do
not reflect the views of the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, the Culture, Sports and
Tourism Bureau, the Cultural and Creative Industries Development Agency, the CreateSmart Initiative Secretariat or
the CreateSmart Initiative Vetting Committee.
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